E 601 | 
ww May iggy) ll! 


—_—-- 


{ 








Palestine Truce proposals 





Ree” 186044 /4/ 34 
Refers to New York telegram No, 1403, Draft of telegr 





FROM to Arab posts stating that Arabs should be informed 
Foreign Office of para 1 of telegram under reference and that 
No. Minute His Majesty's Government are telling the American 
Government that they consider the terms as now 
Dated Grafted to be fair and reasonablé, 
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CONBIDERG Al. 
SPCOMD-—FROVISEONAL DRAFT Aprti-29, 1948 am 
ARIICLED-GP-TRUCE POR-PREESTINE- 
A 

The Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
accept the following Articles of Truce for Palestine effective mid- 
night, April 30-May 1, 1948, and accept responsibility for insuring 
compliance by the Arab and Jewish communities of Palestine therewith. 

ARTICLE 1 
All military or para-military activities, except police functions <<. 


authorized by the Security Council Truce Commission, as well as acts 
of violence, terroriem and sabotage, shall cease immediately. 
ARTICLE 2 
During the period of the truce, armed bands and fighting personnel, 
groups and individuals, whatever their origin, shall not be brought 
into Palestine nor be assisted or encouraged to enter Palestine. 
ARTICLE 3 





During the period of the truce, weapons and war materials shall 
not be acquired or imported into Palestine by the Arab Higher Committee 
and the Jewish Agency for Palestine, nor shall any assistance or 
encouragement be given to the importation or acquisition of such 
weapons and war materials. 

ARTICLE 4 

Any person or group of persons found by the Security Council 
Truce Commission, after proper investigation, to have committed acts 
of violence, terrorism or sabotage contrary to the terms of this 
truce, shall be immediately expelled from Palestine or placed in 
custody under arrangements to be made by the Security Council Truce 


Commission. 


ORE aiaMBPE TS 1 
ei ae 
ARTICLE 5 
During the period of the truce, and without prejudice to the 
future governmental structure of Palestine, existing Arab and Jewish 
authorities shall accord full and equal rights to all inhabitants 
of the area in which such authorities are functioning. 
ARTICLE 6 
During the period of the truce, no steps shall be taken by Arab 
or Jewish authorities to proclaim a sovereign state in a part or all 
of Palestine. 
, ARTICLE 7 
During the period of the truce, the Arab Higher Committee and 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine accept, as a matter of emergency, the 
authority of the Security Council Truce Commission to arrange the 
necessary collaboration between Arab and Jewish authorities required 
for the maintenance of public order and essential public services. 
ARTICLE 8 
During the period of the truce, the Arab Higher Committee and 
the Jewish Agency for Palestine accept, as a matter of emergency, the 
authority of the Security Council Truce Commission to adjust 
administrative problems such as the repatriation of Arabs and Jews 
displaced from their homes in Palestine, immigration, the applicability 
of existing laws, and such other questions as may be agreed by the 
Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
ARTICLE 9 
All persons, groups and organizations in Palestine pledge their 
maximum effort to preserve the Holy Places and to protect all 
activities connected therewith; to this end the Arab Higher Committee 
and the Jewish Agency for Palestine accept, as a matter of emergency, 
the authority of the Security Council Truce Commission to establish 
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special security arrangements for the protection of the City of 
Jerusalem and of the Holy Places. 
ARTICLE 10 
The Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
undertake to participate in the establishment of a Palestine Truce 
Council, composed of three representatives of each, to effect the 
joint action necessary for the execution of this truce and to assist 
the Security Council Truce Commission in carrying out its functions. 
ARTICLE 11 
This truce shall remain effective for three months, and there- 
efter unless either the Arab Higher Committee or the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine gives at least thirty days notice of termination to 
the Security Council Truce Commission. The Security Council Truce 
Commission shall immediately notify the Security Council of the re- 


ceipt by it of any such notice of termination. En 4 J 
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[This botegran is of particular secrecy and should be 


retained the authorised recipient and not passed on) 
Cypher/OTP 
Top Secret DIPLOMATIC SECRET 


DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FORSIGN BFFICE TO JEDDA 


No. 508 
May 8th, 1948, De 5.57 peme May Sth, 1948. 


And to Damascus No, 279, Beirut No, 548, Cairo No. 662, 
Amman 1,0, 544, ne No. 452, British Middle 
hast Office No, 4, 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 


Addressed Jedda telegram No. 508 of May Sth, Damascus, 
Beirut, Cairo, Amman, Begdad and British Middle bast Office. 


My immediately preceding telegram. 


ree Oree is text of "second provisional draft" of 
truce proposals dated April 29th. 


[Begins ] 
PREAMBLE 


The Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine aoe the following Articles of Truce for Palestine 
effective midnight, !pril 50t *y lst, 1948, and eccept 
resvonsibility for insuring compliance by the Arab and Jewish 
communities of Palestine therewith. 


ARTICLE 1 


All mar aeeey or pee activities, except police 
functions authorised the Secur Council Truce Commission, 
as well as acts of violence, terrorism and sabotage, shall 


cease immediately. 
ARTICLE 2 


During the period of the truce, armed bands and fighting 
personnel, groups and individuals, whatever their origin, 
shall not be brought into Palestine nor be assisted or 
encouraged to enter Palestine. 


ARTICLE 5 


During the period of the truce, weapons and war materials 
shall not Be acquired or imported into Palestine by the Arab 
Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine, nor 
shell any assistance or encouragement be given to the impor ta- 
tion or acquisition of such weapons and war materisls. 


/ARTICIE 4 
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From Foreign \ffice to Jedda No. 308 


ARTICLi 4 


Any person or group of persons found by the 
security Council Truce Jommission, after proper investiga- 
tion, to have committed acts of violence, terrorism or 
sabotage apes | to the terms of this truce, shall be 
immediately expelled from Palestine or placed in custody 
under arrangements to be made by the Security Council 
Truce Commission. 


ARTICLS 5 


During the period of the truce, and witheut prejudice 
to the future governmental structure of Palestine, exist- 
ing Arab and Jewish authorities shall accerd full and 
equal rights to all inhabitants of the area ir which sueh 


authorities are functiening. 
ARTICLE 6 


During the period of the truce, no re shall be 
tsken by Arab or Jewish suthorities tc preclaim a sovereign 
state in a part or all of Padestine, 


ARTICLE 7 


During the period of the truce, the Arab Higher 
Committee and the Jewish gee for Pslestine accept, as 
a matter of emergency, the authority ef the Security 
Council Truce Commissien to arrange the necessary eella- 
boration between Arab and Jewish autherities required for 
the maintenance of public order and essential public 


services. 
AXTICLE 8 


During the peried ef the truce, the Arab Higher 
Committee and the Jewish Agency for Palestine accept, as 
a matter of emergency, the authority of the Security 
Council Truce Commission to adjust administrative 
problems such as the repatriation of Arabs and Jews dis- 
placed from their homes in Palestine, immigratien, the 
applicability of existing laws, and such other questions 

agreed by the Arab of cher Committee and the 


as ney be 
Jewish Agency for Palestine. 
ARTICLE 9 


411 persons, groups and orgsnisatiens in Palestine 
pledge their maximum errort to preserve the aery, tapes 
and to protect all activities connected therewith; te 
this end the Areb Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine accept, as a matter of emergency, the 
authority of the oe Council Truce Commission: te 
eateblisn special security arrangements for the protection 
ef the City of Jerusalem and of the Holy Places. 


/ ARTICLE 10 
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ARTICLE 10 


The Arab iiigher Committee and the Jewish Agene 
for Pelestine undertake to participate in the estedlish- 
ment of a Palestine Truce Council, compesed of three 
representatives of each, to effect the jeint actien 
necessary for the executien of this truce and te assist 
the Security Council ‘Truce Jommission in carrying eut 


its functiens. 
ARTICLS 11 


This truce shall remain effective for three months, 
and thereafter unless either the Arab Higher Cemmittee 
er the Jewish Aes fer Palestine gives at least thirty 
days notice of terminatien to the Security Council Truce 
Commissien. The Security Council Truce Commissien shall 
immedistely notify the Security Ceuncil of the receipt 
by it of any such notice or termination. 
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Adiressed to Jedda No. 0) of §4 
May. Repeated for information to Cairo, 


Bagdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, B-M.5.0., 


Washington and U.K. Delegation, New York. 


New York tele-vram No. 1403 "Toe May 7th: 
Palestine truce’. 

I am repeating to you in my immediately 
f-llowing telegram text of latest draft of 
truce proposals which we have received. 

This incorporates the amendments in JeKe 
Delegation, New York, telegram No. 1:65 
fof May 4th] and appears to be the draft 


referred to in New 
ANAS 


cy 


: EET GEaeree No. 1403. 
2.,You should send a “further urgent 
message to Ibn Saud and to the Syrian and 
Lebanese prime Ministers, if they are 
still at Riyadh, informing them of the 
Substance of parazraph 1 of the New York 
telezram No. 1403 and of the fact that we 
are telling the Americans that we consider 
the terms as now irafted to be fair and 
it clear that this ex- 


reasonable, making 


pression of approval assumes that they are 
not substantially modified. 

3. fou should add as a personel message 
from me that we have reasonto believe that 


the response of the two pirties to these pro- 


posals/ 


proposals will have considerable effect on the 
action to be taken by the United States and 
the United Nations with revard to ralestine. 
oe asa result of non-acceptance of the 

Oe cade by one of the parties a conflict 
broke out, it would be natural for preventive 
action tc be enforced azainst the party which 
had not accepted. This is the Arabs’ great 
Opportunity to establish an unassailable 
political position. They should seize the 
Opportunity immediately. If they delay by 
arguing about details of the terms, they 
will have done their cause irreparable harm. 

4 These consijerations make it all the 

more vital that Arab States should not 
send their armies into Palestine while the 
present truce discussions are going on. ie 
which we recognise to have taken plece,Lactio 
by the Arab armies at the present stage would 
give the best possible nandle to Jewish 
propaganda and would convince public opinion 
throughout the rest of the world that the 


Arabs were in fact the aggressors. 
be 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 





retained the authorised recipient and not | do 
oetsee ies cip passed on] 
Top secret DIPLOMATIC SiiCRET 
DISTRIBUTION 
FR 2; FORSIGN OFFICs TO JEDDA 
No, 507 
May Sth, 19468. dD. 3.45 PeMe Jiay 8th, 1948. 


repeated to Cairo \o. 661 (iiost pameds ase) Bagdad No,451 
(Most Immediate), Beirut No. 47 Most 
Immediate), Damascus No. 278 (Most Immediate), 
Amman NO. $45 (Most Immediate), British Middle 
sast Office No. 433 (Most Immediate) 
washington No, 5080, United Kingdom Belegation 
New York lio. 1944, 


MOST DMQEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 


Addressed to Jedda iio. 507 of May 8th, repeated for 
information to Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, Damascus, Amman, 
British Middle sast Office, washington and United Kingdom 
Delegation New York. 


lew York telegram No. 1403 to me (of May 7th: 
Palestine truce]. 


I am repeating to you in ay immediately following 
telegram text of latest draft truce pmposals which we 

have received. This incorporates the amendments in United 
Kingdom on New York, telegram No. 1565 [of Mey 4th] 

— sppeare o be the draft referred to in New York telegram 
0. e 


2. ijith reference to my telegram iio. 308 you should 
send a further urgent message to Ibn Saud and to the Syrian 
and Lebanese Prime Ministers, if they are still at Riyadh, 
informing them of the substance of poregre 1 of the New 
York telegram iio. 1405 and of the fact that we are telling 
the Americans that we consider the terms as now drafted to 
be fair and reasonable, making it clear that this expression 
of approval assumes that they are not substantially modified. 


5. You should add as a personal message from me that 

we have reason to believe that the response of the two 
rare to these ee will have considerable effect on 
he action to be taken by the United States and the United 
Nations with regard to Palestine. If as a result of non- 
acceptance of the proposals by one of the parties a conflict 
broke out, it would be natural for preventive action to be 
enforced spayast the party which had not accepted. This 

is the Arabs’ great oe unity to establish an unassailable 
olitical position. ey should seize the opportunity 
Tumediately. If they de “y oY arguing about details of the 
terms, they will have done their cause irreparable herm. 


4. These considerations make it all the more vital that 
Arab States should not send their armies into Palestine while 
the present truce Giscussions sre going on. Action by the 
Arab armies at the present stage would give the best possible 
handle to Jewish propaganda and would convince public opinion 
throughout the rest of the world that the Arabs were in fact 


the aggressors. 
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Addressed to Cairo, No. 643 z Sed 

Bagdad am » @e Amman We. ; 


#@e Beirut am. and ®® Damascus 


i ae $$ Maris 


ed for information to Jedda, B.M.#.0., 


Repeat- 


Washington and U.K. Delegation, New 


Al 8 


My telegram No. 307 | to Jedda. 


York. 


Please give personal message in 
the same terms from me to 
[Cairo] King Farouk and Egyptian Prime 
Minister. 
[Bagdad] the Regent and Iraqi Prime 
Minister. 


_ [Amman] King Abdullah and the Trans- 


jordan Prime Minister. 


[Beirut the Lebanese President. 
Damascus ] Syrian 
2. Whichever of H.M. Representatives 
is/ 


is in touch with Azzam Pasha should give 


him the same message from me. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be rp! 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC (SECRET) DISTRIBUTION 
Secret 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO 
No. 665 D. 5.45 pom. Sth May, 1948. 
8th May, 194€. 
And to Bagdad No. 455 

Amma 345 


Beirut No. 349 
Damascus No. 280. 


Repeated to: Jedda No. 509 
British Middle East Office No. 435 


Washington No. 5031 
United Kingdom Delegation,New York No.1945. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
SECRET 

Addressed to Cairo telegram No. 665 of May 8th, Bagdad, 
Amman, be an ma ° as e r information to 
Jedda, British Middle East Office, Wasiington and United 
Kingdom Delegation, New York. 

My telegram No. 507 to Jedda. 

Please give personal message in the same terms from me 


[Cairo] King Farouk and Egyptian Prime Minister. 
[Bagdad] the Regent and Iraqi Prime Minister. 
{Amman] King Abdullah and the Transjordan Prime Minister. 


[Beirut the Lebanese President. 
Damascus ] Syrian 


Whichever of His Majesty's Representatives is in 


3. 
touch with Azzam Pasha should give him the same message 
from me, 


